ARBITRATION
1. Law:


Arbitration in Ireland is governed by the Arbitration Acts of 1954 & 1998. 
2. Appointment of Arbitrators:
Generally by agreement, however, in the absence of same by nomination from any number of bodies such as:
· Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb)
· Law Society 

· Bar

· Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland (R.I.A.I.)
· Construction Industry Federation (C.I.F.)

· Engineers Ireland 

· E.S.B.

This depends on both the nature of the dispute and the clauses in contracts. 
For ad-hoc situations any of the above can be asked for a list of Arbitrators or to nominate someone. 
However, there must be an agreement between the parties to allow same.  One party alone cannot appoint an Arbitrator. 
A nominated Arbitrator must get agreement by both parties to his/her appointment before proceeding. 
3. Fees:
Arbitration fees are for agreement with the Arbitrator, who will not start without same.  They are a matter for the Arbitrator alone and vary according to the nature of the dispute.  Generally an hourly rate of between €250 - €400 + VAT will apply. 
4. Types of Arbitration:
a. Documents only. 
b. Oral hearing following written pleadings. 

c. Ex-parte (rare). 
5. Representation:
Some parties have none while other parties have full legal teams and expert witnesses. 

6. Nature of Proceedings:
Similar to a court case, each side gives evidence (sometimes on oath) and is subject to cross examination. 
The Arbitrator may visit the location of the dispute as well as having an independent experts opinion and/or legal advise. 

The Arbitrator’s award is given to the parties on payment of his fees (generally by the claimant). 
The award does not have to be reasoned in Ireland but it does in the U.K. 

There is no appeal except on a point of law or for misconduct.  

Awards are binding. 
Appeals are made through to the High Court. 
Most actions in the High Court against Arbitrators fail. 
The courts generally bend over backwards to support Arbitration and Arbitrators. 

